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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip 
the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 8, 8:30 & 11 A.M. 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus,” Paul Manz 

Asking God’s Forgiveness (8:30 only) 
 

Stand 
 

Joined to Christ Jesus in the waters of Holy Baptism, we are clothed with 
God’s promise of forgiveness and life.  Let us put this gift to use and prepare 
to meet our Lord.  We pray. 
 
We give you thanks, O God. 

In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters. 

By your Word you created the world. 

You called forth life in which you took delight. 

Forgive us, merciful Lord. 

We have failed to delight you.  Our sinful habits injure the world.  We 
neglect your Word and dishonor your Spirit.  We fail to thank you as we 
should, with heart, soul, strength, and mind.  Forgive us, merciful Lord. 
 

As water is poured into the font –  

 

We praise you, O God.  You delivered Noah and his family through the waters 
of the flood. 

You led Israel through the sea, from slavery to freedom. 

To redeem the world, your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. 

You have made us your children in Christ through Word and water. 

Restore us, gracious Father.  Fill us in this hour with the power of your Holy 
Spirit, so that we will sing your praise, trust your Word, receive our Savior 
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Christ with glad and cheerful hearts, and walk with him by faith through the 
days which lie ahead. 

Restore us, gracious Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

As a pastor of the church and at Christ’s command, I tell you that your sins 
are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

Opening Hymn “Lift High the Cross,” #660 

Baptism (11 only) 

Greeting  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Gloria (8:30 only) 
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GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, 
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify 
your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.   
 

Blessing of Backpacks 

 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If 
you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding 
you today, by loving the LORDyour God, walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become 
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but 
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are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you 
today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving 
the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life 
to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that 
the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
 The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

From the Book of Psalms 1 

Cantor/Choir sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
 

Cantor/Choir sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. Refrain 
 
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 
with leaves that | do not wither; 
  everything they | do shall prosper. 
4It is not so | with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. Refrain 
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From a New Testament letter Philemon 1-21 

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to 

Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I 
hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I 
pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive 
all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and 
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 
refreshed through you, my brother. 
  8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, 
do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am 
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during 
my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 
useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back 
to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me 
in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be 
voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was 
separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no 
longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me 
but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
  17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to 
my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say 
nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have 
this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of 
your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than 
I say. 

The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
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Thanking God for the Word of Christ (#865 stanza 1) 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
To his feet your tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore his praises sing. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King! 

 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 14:25-33 

 The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 14th chapter of St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to 

them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 
disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 
it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another 
king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand 
to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he 
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks 
for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if 
you do not give up all your possessions.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Burce 

Stand 
 

Hymn for Today “O Holy Spirit, Enter In,” #786 
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Confessing our Faith (8:30 only) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 

 

Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers 
 

Lord in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 

Sit 

Gathering Gifts “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” John Behnke 

“Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said,” Anthony 
Glamanco (11) 

Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “We Give Thee But Thine Own,” 
#686 stanzas 1,2 

We give thee but thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
As stewards true receive, 
And gladly, as thou blesses us, 
To thee our firstfruits give. 
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Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace, 
You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good news 
to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use what we have gathered 
to glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit; To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside cover. 
 

Communion Songs 

 

 
 
“Around You, O Lord Jesus” 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

#468 
#815 

Stand 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
We thank you, Almighty God, for knitting us together in the one body of Jesus 
Christ, your Son. By the power of the Holy Spirit, fill us with such faith that 
our thanks will blossom in steadfast service to our neighbors and joyful 
witness to the world: through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
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ON OUR WAY 

Commissioning of Arch Acolyte 
 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

A Song 
 

“O God, My Faithful God” #806 

 

A Mission 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “Lift High the Cross,” John Leavitt 

 
Psalm 1:3:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 

Presiding Minister  – Pastor Bridger 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter (8:30); Mike Allan (11) 

Lectors – Don Braun (8:30); Jillian Piteo (11) 

Communion Assistants – Eric Anderson, Kate Durban, Alan Parrott (8:30);  
Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard, Eileen Spicer (11) 

Acolytes – Gavin Waugaman (8:30); Adam Digney, Gus Golden (11) 

Cantors – Bethany Kresnye (8:30) 

Ensemble – Messiah Choir 

Organist – Connie Triplett 

Greeters – Karen Beodray (8:30); Kathy & Pat Gallagher (11) 

Deacons – Frank Beodray, Ray Durban (8:30); Russ Digney, Bob Trapp (11) 

Ushers – Joe King, Greg Prohaska, Gregory Prohaska (8:30;  
Jenna Cvijovic, Tom Cvijovic, Carolyn Flanagan, Larry Flanagan (11) 

Nursery – Nadia Kauntz, Tanya Kauntz (11) 

Altar Guild – Tiffany Advani, Martha Trapp 

Trustee – David Fretthold 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 
+ Our work and mission at Messiah 

+ The ministry of our Sunday school and confirmation programs 

+ Children preparing this fall for first communion 

+ Mack Thomas-Eugene McGreal, baptized this Sunday 

+ Zachery Williams and Brittany Vogel, married this past Friday 

+ The people of the Bahamas and other places battered by hurricane Dorian 

+ Seeking healing and hope: Elenor Davis, Becky Eicher, Joyce Fry, Janet 
Geiling, Robert Koback, Cheryl Kucera, Ken Negray 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Sept. 9—PETER CLAVER, d. 1654, a Jesuit missionary who ministered to slave 
ships arriving in the Columbian port of Cartagena.  
 
Sept 13—JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, d. 407, the ancient Greek church’s most famous 
preacher.   
 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 51:1-10, 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine 

services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 
Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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